[Effect of high-dose medroxyprogesterone acetate on coagulative and fibrinolytic factors in patients with gynecological cancers].
Medroxyprogesterone acetate (MPA), which is widely used clinically as an anticancer steroid preparation, is a very useful drug that seldom causes severe side effects such as bone marrow suppression, and can be dispensed at the outpatient clinic for an oral administration at home to the advantage of QOL. Recently however, there have been several reports suggesting its relationship with thrombosis. We measured t-PA, protein C, factor X, AT III, TAT, plasminogen, PIC, fibrinogen, and D-dimer in 11 patients with gynecologic malignancies who are treated with MPA (600 mg/day) and 11 controls. Then we examined the effects of the drug on blood coagulation and fibrinolytic activities. No changes in these parameters clearly suggested thrombogenesis in either group at this measurement or during the observation period (17 months at the maximum). The present study found no remarkable abnormalities in the blood coagulation and fibrinolytic activities. Thus, to avoid the use of MPA to patients at risk is considered to be the most important precaution for prevention of thrombosis.